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In the ten years of its existence our U3A has had a remarkable growth as
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Arnold Kellett

TENTH-ANNIVERARY CELEBRATIONS
On Sunday, 28" October, Ann Cryer M.P. opened the Tenth Anniversary

Celebrations and said how impressed she was with the
number of courses available and “If | had the time there
are at least ten | would like to join". Irene Booth, as a
founder member, presented her with a plant on behalf of
members and reflected “...that the birth of llkley U3A was
appropriately here, in the Clarke Foley Centre, with a
suggestion by the Rev. Sam Walden, Alan Kay and me
that it might be a good idea to start an Ilkley branch. It
was a good idea and now | think it's fantastic”.

The number of courses (over 60) offered is in stark
contrast to 1997: a minuted item stated “After the Public
Meeting in June the four most requested (courses) were
Art, History, Literature, and Music for which Leaders have
volunteered”. Committee members of those early years
could not have imagined finding leaders for or people
attending Architecture, Croquet, and travelling to Iran and
Cuba etc., yet on Sunday the enthusiasm of the members
and the general public was palpable whilst looking at the
exhibits and being entertained by listening to the Singing
Together  Group, shown

gentle exercise of Tai Chi and Circle Dancing. A
Drama Quiz provided exercise for the brain cells. It
successful  showcase which
demonstrated what
commitment and enthusiasm from Leaders,
Committee and Members.

The Anniversary Day ended with a dinner at the
Clarke/Foley. The after dinner speaker was Dr.
who gave a very amusing
dissertation on Yorkshire Dialect; with David
Morton, Acting Chairman, thanking the organisers
for a very successful day and Alan Kay ended it
perfectly by proposing a toast “To the Future”. The
tree planted on Monday morning at the Riverside
by Bradford Council is a testament to that.

can be achieved with

Irene Booth

We are indebted to Harold and Connie Jones for the excellent photographs of
the event. (© H & C Jones 2007)

Anniversary Drama Quiz Winner: Mike Johnson

Page 4



Tillia x europaea Pallida 14-16 75L.....

...... Lime Tree to most of us: This tree - about ten years old from the Queen’s
specialist tree growers at Barcham Nursery in Cambridgeshire — was
ceremoniously planted at the Riverside Gardens [first tree on right as you enter
the car park] on 29 October by founder member Alan Kay to commemorate the
Tenth Anniversary of llkley and District U3A.

Alan Kay writes ...By way of background, and for your information, Sam
Walden and | were then trustees of the Clarke Foley, he was Chairman and |
was Treasurer, and from our different standpoints we both realised that the
Centre needed both more income and more younger people making use of its
facilities. Various suggestions were considered by the Trustees, including a
U3A; Sam and | were absolutely convinced that a U3A was the perfect answer,
and the Trustees agreed to put the suggestion to the Management Committee,
which then included Irene Booth. Irene was a strong supporter of the idea so it
was left to Sam, Irene and me to pursue the idea. We called a public meeting
to see what support there might be, put up posters around the town, paid for an
advert in the llkley Gazette, and hired the Annexe at the Centre for the
meeting. We were astounded at the response, with about 200 people attending
the meeting.

A Steering Committee was formed consisting of Irene Booth, Ethel Hickton, my
wife Julia and myself, Christine Sharp and John Ward, and we set to work.
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The "stark contrast" is in fact that at the outset the concept of a U3A was
unknown in the town, we had no money, no leaders, no accommodation for
groups, no members, and the Steering Committee worked ‘all hours’ to
establish the credibility and sound foundations of the organisation. John Ward,

was absolutely crucial in our efforts to find and persuade leaders. | well
remember conversations | had with many people, persuading them to let us (an
unknown organisation) hire rooms, or lead groups - John had contacts from his
days with another educational organisation, and | had recently retired from my
position as Marketing Manager, so we were fairly well placed to respond to the
public's wish for a U3A.

U3A 25" Anniversary Celebrations at Askam Bryan

The Ridings Region of U3A organised an Open Day at Askam Bryan with
contributions to the event form U3A Groups in the Ridings. llkley and District
offered three activities with Scrabble and Circle Dancing being chosen. The
event, on a lovely ‘Summer’ day, was a great success.

A pensive Rosemary Hoyle engaged in a friendly challenge
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The Circle Dancing Team

From David Broadley — Ridings Region

Hello All, On behalf of the Open Day sub Committee, [Ridings Region] | thank
you and your Group leaders all for your efforts, which made the day an
outstanding success. We had over 1000 people attend, an event of nearly 60
separate activities from 21 member U3As. We are pleased that we gave free
admission and that the event was funded by donations from our members and
the monies already in the special events fund. Will you please pass on our
thanks to you, to your Chairman and Committee.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

At the Annual General Meeting, held on Saturday, 17" November 2007 at the
Clarke Foley Centre 134 members attended. David Morton, Acting Chair,
presided over the meeting.

The meeting received the minutes of the last AGM held on 8" April 2006 and
the Trustees Report which included the Report of the Acting Chair, the
Treasurers Report and the Annual Accounts.

The meeting elected new members to the Committee of Trustees for 2007-2008
and supported the formation of Sub-Committtes. Details follow..
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llkley and District USA
Committee Structure for 2007-2008

Chair: David Morton
Vice-Chair:To be appointed at first committee meeting after AGM
Secretary: John Matthews-Lane
Treasurer: Richard Butler

Grants and Awards Facilitator:  Alan Kay

Membership Secretary: Pam Harris

Events, Social, Course Organiser: Dawn Speer

Publicity Manager: Judith Shilling
Newsletter Editor: Wheater Smith
Equipment Manager: Graham May

Without portfolio: Brian Jewell [Co-opted]:

Judy Lorimer

Finance Sub Committee:

Richard Butler , Brian Jewell [co-opted],
Alan Kay, John Matthews-Lane,

David Morton [ex officio]

Allocations and Support Sub Committee:
Pam Harris , Richard Butler, David Morton, Dawn Speer

Programme Sub Committee:
Dawn Speer, David Morton, Angie Adam, Barbara Akam,
Nourie Elsmore, lan Widdowson [Activities Data Manager]

Publicity & Outside Contacts Sub Committee:

Judith Shilling , Nuala Bolser, Brian Jewell, John Matthews-Lane [Ridings

Region link], Dawn Speer [contacts consultant, not in attendance]

Design and Proof Sub Committee:
Wheater Smith , Judy Lorimer, Pam Harris, Dawn Speer

Web Manager and ICT Support: Tony Cracknell
Additional Support: John Pullin
ICT Consultant: Janet Leach
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THANKS
This year, the terms of office of four key Committee members comes to an
end. The success and growth of opportunities in our U3A owes much to the
dedication and hard work of:
Janet Leach — Chair
Rosemary Hoyle — Events Coordinator
John Pullin — Courses Organiser
John Barrett — Web Manager

We record our gratitude for the commitment shown by all four to ensuring
the success of our organization

THANKS

What a fabulous weekend! On behalf of members, the Committee offers it
thanks to the Tenth Anniversary Planning Group for a memorable
Celebration on 28 October. A highly successful event was created by
Rosemary Hoyle, Alan Kay, Julia Kay and Dawn Speer. Thank you!

Monthly Meetings — Dates for your Diary:

December 15 Christmas Social Event.

January 19 Caraveggio:His Life and Times — Dr. Chris Molander
February 16 Presentation by Environmental Forum Group

March 15 Graham May: Travelogue

If you have any suggestions for future speakers, please contact Dawn Speer

A Message from Rosemary Hoyle

This is my last entry as social seretary so | should like to thank all those people
who have helped to serve coffee & say a special “thank you” to Ann & Doug
Harrison for their diligent, cheerful & efficient backroom organization. Their
involvement with the Saturday meetings pre-dates mine & | know that they
will continue to provide invaluable advice & support tothe next social
secretary. It has been a pleasure to organize the monthly meetings & | have
enjoyed the fellowship & fun which they have generated. But now it's time for a
change.
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John Pullin sends his best wishes to all the Leaders:-

I send my sincere thanks to all the Course leaders who have provided such a
wealth and range of courses for us, put up with my manipulations and
distortions of their specifications for courses and so amicably agreed changes
of timetable on occasion. You are all so valuable to the U3A. | have found the
experience exciting in the Chinese sense of living in times of change and look
forward to joining you to donate time to this marvellous U3A.

Dawn Speer has boldly agreed to be the principal Course Organiser for
current leaders and those new leaders who wish to initiate a future activity or
learning experience. She will be backed up by a larger team. | will be passing
on my past experience. | know you will give her every support and
understanding of this important element in our U3A. Thanks again.

GROUPS AND COURSES IN THE NEW YEAR
The following new groups and courses are to run in the New Year. There are
also a few places available on some continuing courses. Applications must be
lodged with the Membership Secretary before December 14 ™ 2007 so the
acommodation can be reserved.

FROM TEXT INTO DRAMATIC ACTION (DA)

A new course looking at four plays in detail, each for five weeks over the Spring
and Summer of 2008. The plays will probably be by Chekhov, Ibsen, Coward
and a new, first play at the Royal Court that had rave notices in April 2007. The
sessions will have the feel of rehearsal in some detail, but they will not be
performed to an audience. Membership will be limited to 16 so that members
can be fully involved in practical work, so early application is advised. 5 places
remain to be filled.

Weekly on Tuesday at 10.00 - 12 noon, starting 8 January with a half-way
break on 12 February — session 1 to 10. Summer Start: 15 April with a half-way
break on 27 May — sessions 11 to 20. At St John’s Lounge, St John’s Church,
Ben Rhydding, llkley. Leader: David Morton, Tel:01943 607826. Fee £18

DRAMA WORKSHOP 2 (DW?2)

Using the many conventions of drama and theatre practice, these sessions will
examine real and imagined events, regular extracts from established plays and
respond to interests of workshop members. It will involve acting: that is, taking
roles and becoming characters. The workshop leader will ensure that members
feel secure during the activities of the sessions.

Weekly on Thursday at 10.00 am to 11.30 am, starting on 10 January with a
half-way break on 14 February, finishing on 20 March. At St John’s Church
Lounge, Ben Rhydding. Leader: David Morton, Tel 01943 607826. Fee £9
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HEALING THE EARTH; HEALING OURSELVES (HE)

For those who are interested in the idea of a relationship between this planet’s
energy fields and one’s well-being. The leader will explain what is known about
centres and links called chacras and ley lines. This knowledge, which earlier
generations often utilised, is believed to be beneficial to our health and in our
choice of home. It has links with complementary medicine.

After Easter, there will be an opportunity for those who wish to put into practice
the ideas explored. Walks will be local to llkley and the Aire valley on
dates/days convenient to members and will generally be of 4/5 miles. Two
longer visits may be offered to York and Whernside.

As this is a home course the number of participants must be limited.

Weekly on Thursday Mornings from 10.00 - 11.30 am on the following dates:
January 10, 24, 31, February 28, March 6 and 13 at Southlands Lighthouse,
4,Nesfield View, llkley LS29 9DD.

Leader: Pearl Collins, Tel 01943 601774. Fee £9

POETRY BY THE WAY (PW)

A new course in which we might discover and discuss lesser-known poets and
the lesser-known works of mainstream poets.

Weekly on Wednesday at 2.00 — 3.30 pm starting 16 January for 10 sessions.
At St Margarets Meeting Room, St Margarets Church, Queens Road, llkley.
Take care to avoid parking within 10 meters of the junction of Queens Road
and Princess Road, or within Heather Court.

Leader: Tony Hanney, Tel 01274 401461. Fee £9

GARDENING CLUB (GC) PROGRAMME 2007/08

The planned programme of visits, events and talks for 2007/08 kicked off in
October with a guided tour of the Arboretum at Thorp Perow by its owner Sir
John Ropner and an illustrated talk on the Gardens of Japan in November by
Judy Lorimer. These will be followed by:

Thursday 31 Jan. (at 11:00am) - Snowdrops at Fountains Abbey and lunch
Wednesday 27 Feb. (at 2:00pm) - Organic Allotment - guest speaker Simon
Richmond

Thursday 20 Mar. (at 2:00pm)- Preparing Gardens for Spring ; Guest
speaker tbc

Thursday 24 Apr. (at 11:00am)- Visit to Daily Mail Garden of the
Year Exhibition at Knaresborough

Thursday 22 May (at 2:00pm) - Temple Newsam house and garden followed
by a private guided tour of Leeds Parks Department Nursery at 4:30pm
Thursday 26 June (at 11:00am) - Visit to Wentworth Castle and gardens.

In the pipeline: RHS Gardens at Harlow Carr (140,000 daffodil bulbs recently
planted among the bluebells) and nearby Bluecoats Nursery Garden ;a visit to
the delightful village of Clapham with a private view of a nearby Yellow Book
garden and a Day Out on the Settle - Carlisle scenic railway line with a visit
to another Yellow Book garden.

Page 11

U3A members who wish to attend any visit or event organised by the Garden
Group will be most welcome do so by contacting Pat Asquith 01943 875572 for
exact details. Arrangements for car sharing will be organised where
appropriate. Course Fee £9

INSTRUMENTAL GROUP (IG)

The Instrumental Group has settled down as a group of four and the leader.
The Recorder player never had lessons, nor had the Melodica player but had
been an organist before so was familiar with the keyboard. A one-time recorder
player now plays a mean percussion. If you have control of your choice of
instrument and can play a simple line securely by ear we have room for 6 more.
Why not come and join us?

Weekly on Mondays, 2pm to 4pm commencing 14th January 2008 at 18
Belmont Avenue, Valley Drive, llkley by courtesy of Judith Shilling. Leader,
Sarah Goodwin, Tel 01274 770832. Fee £9.

READERS GROUP 2 (RD2)

This group follows the same pattern as the first group now long established.
Members nominate books to be read, classical or modern and may lead the
discussion if they choose to do so.

Fortnightly on Tuesdays at 2.00 — 4.00 pm starting on 8 January for 7 sessions
in the Abbeyfield Interview Room, Abbeyfield House, Riddings Road, llkley.
Leader: Mary Weatherall, Tel 01943 603014. Fee £9

TAI CHI (TC)

The Riddings Hall at Christ Church is booked for a second Tai Chi (Chuam)
class to commence Tuesday 10am to 11.30am from 9™ October for 10 sessions
and from January 8™ for 12 sessions with an interruption on March 18" due to
Holy Week and to continue thereafter for two more sessions.

Places available on continuing courses

The following courses still have room for a some more members. You are
welcome to apply but you may have some “catching up” to do for some of them.
Call the leader to see what might be involved.

COURSE Places Leader Tel No:

Computer Forum 4 John Pullin 01274 551451
Diners One 6 Anne Wilson 01943 607706
Diners Two 11 Barbara Pullin 01274 551451
Environmental Forum 3 Jim Butterfield 01943 430411
Film Club 3 Michael Johnson 01943 607566
Gardeners’ Club 6+ Pat Asquith 01943 875572
Human Physiology 7 Brian Jewell 01943 601864
Intermediate French 3 Keith Hunter 01943 602515
Instrumental Group 6 Sarah Goodwin 01274 770832
Let's Discuss It 3 Bill Pearson 01943 873547
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Scrabble 3+ Glenn Yardley 01943 830032
Tai Chi Chuan (Tues) 6 Maryam Jacobs 01943 600690
Table Tennis Monday 2 Anne Walker 01943 462958

The following courses, beginning in January, are fully subscribed:
Form in English Poetry

Italian Renaissance Art

Telling Stories

Finally we regret that the “Summer Walkers” group has ceased to operate in
any formal sense as it has proved impossible to co-ordinate. This does not
mean that you cannot call a friend and walk wherever and whenever you
choose!

‘WHY SCRABBLE IS COOL AGAIN’
Headline from front page of The Daily Telegraph 09/  08/07.

Are you fascinated by words? Do you know which of these would be
acceptable in a game of Scrabble

KO SUQ EUOI ZOOEA QI XU QADI

In fact they would all be acceptable, but that does not mean that you need a
phenomenal memory for strange words to join the Scrabble Group. You
cannot turn to a dictionary to find a suitable word but help is at hand. Like
many Scrabble groups, we now use a special sheet of ‘Useful Words’ based on
the latest official list. It features two and three letter words but also gives such
things as ‘Q’ words where the Q is not immediately followed by U. All the words
listed above are included.
Seven letter words can produce high scores because you get a bonus of 50
points if you use all your tiles in one go. However, many high scores come from
much shorter words using Qs, Xs and Zs to best advantage.
Looking up the meanings can lead to some surprises. Did you know that KO
is a Maori digging stick and that QI is a Chinese word meaning life force?
We play for the fun of the game. At Askham Bryan in August we joined in with
other U3As playing in much the same spirit and found it an enjoyable way of
meeting other people.
Try working out how many points you would get if you used QUIXOTIC along
one side of the board so that it covered two red squares and the X fell on a
double letter score. We are still waiting for someone in the group to use the
word in one of our games. It could be you!
Why not join us for an ‘Open’ afternoon in the Games Room of the Clarke Foley
Centre at 1.30pm on Wednesday 5" December. We welcome beginners and
those who want to refresh their memories of the game.

Report by Glenn Yardley.
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Weekly on Wednesday at 1.30 pm to 4.00 pm starting o January for 12
sessions. At the Games Room, Clarke Foley Centre, Cunliffe Road, llkley.
Leader: Glenn Yardley. Tel: 01943 830032. Fee £13.

ADVANCE NOTICE The Challenge of Time
Time flies when we're enjoying ourselves but where does it all go? A half-day
seminar specially-designed to provide a helpful answer on better time-
management is planned for early summer in 2008. Further details in the Spring
newsletter.

MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES

A VISIT TO ITALY: THE ART & ARCHITECTURE OF THE VEN ETO.
MAY 13™ - 20", 2008.

There are some places available on this visit to one of the most historic centres
of Medieval art, flying from Leeds Bradford and based in Verona. Guided tours
are planned to see masterpieces by artists such as Giotto, Mantegna, Bellini,
Titian & Tintoretto in their original settings in Venice, Padua, Vicenza and other
smaller towns. This area is also home to some of the architect Palladio’s finest
work. A tour of Lake Garda will be an optional extra.

For further details, please contact Ann or Mike Johnson on 01943 607566 or
email ilkley-johnson@tiscali.co.uk .

TRAVEL GROUP OVERSEAS TOURS IN 2008.

The Travel Group is arranging a cultural tour to Transylvania, Romania, in late
September/early October 2008. The tour will be about 9 or 10 days duration,
and will visit the painted churches and monasteries, as well as castles including
Bran Castle, often linked to the legend of Count Dracula; we will travel through
part of the Carpathian Mountains, and the tour will conclude with a visit to
Bucharest, where we plan to visit the Parliament Palace, built by Ceausescu
(the second largest building in the world after The Pentagon in Washington) We
also hope to visit Ceausescu’s Palace. Members interested in this tour should
register their interest with Alan Kay as soon as possible, and further details will
be sent to them when the arrangements have been completed.

All overseas tours arranged by the Travel Group are open to any member of the

U3A. The tour operators are Greencastle Travel Ltd, who are, of course,
members of ABTA and ATOL.
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VOYAGERS TOURS IN 2008

The Voyagers have arranged visits to maritime Portsmouth from 11-14 April, tO
Dublin from 19-22 May and Dubrovnik from 6-13 October. These tours also
have some places available for any member of the U3A.

The Portsmouth tour will include visits to the Mary Rose and HMS Victory, as
well as the Royal Naval Museum, some historic buildings and the modern
Spinnaker Tower. The fitting conclusion will be a visit to Winchester's brand
new, state-of-the-art planetarium, the largest in the country.

The Dublin tour takes in much of the city’s history, the beautiful Book of Kells,
and the Writers’ Museum, featuring Swift, Sheridan, Shaw, Wilde, Yeats, Joyce
and Beckett. We shall also visit the Irish National Stud, the Japanese Garden
and the Guinness Storehouse.

Dubrovnik , known as the Pearl of the Adriatic, has suffered the effects of wars
and earthquakes. Restoration work has given access to the ancient city walls
and there are many fascinating buildings to explore, some barely touched by
the damage and others repaired. The marine life of this beautiful stretch of the
Adriatic Sea is exhibited in the Aquarium, and we shall also take a half-day boat
trip along the coast. We shall visit Ston, famous for salt, oysters, and town
walls second in size only to the Great Wall of China, and we will make a one
day visit to neighbouring Montenegro.

For further details of these tours please contact Pam Harris (01943 608585).

EMAILS

We are aware that people who do not have EMAIL fascilities do not always
know about planned events. Regretably all that we can do is ask Leaders to
announce relevant events and of course these will be mentioned at our
monthly Satuday Morning Meetings.
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ILKLEY AND DISTRICT U3A

From Your Committee

As we start our second decade — what do we stand for and what
are we trying to provide?

We means all of us: ‘YOU’ are ‘WE’ and ‘we’ members of the
Committee are also ‘you'.

What, therefore, are we as a group? What we do depends on us
all. We are only as successful as our level of participation:

Do we contribute all we can to help in the running of our
U3A — not just on the Committee, but by helping at events?

Do we suggest new activities and help find new leaders?

Can our expertise and interests be used to lead a new
group?

Can you, who reads this, offer leadership of a group? What
about craft work, quilting, sewing, photography, film,
science or technology?

If we are leaders of groups, do we seek to discover the
hopes and aspirations of our group members?

Do we welcome all older people who show an interest in
our activities?

Do we celebrate what older people achieve and do we try
to contribute to the life of our town?

Do we want to continue our learning and share it with
others?

Please help your Committee to help all our members — offer your
time, your expertise, your ideas. The story of the first 10 years is
impressive and we have celebrated it in a most enjoyable way.
What will be the key features of our celebrations in 2017? That is

up to us all, starting now.
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